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what attempts colleges and universities in Georgia had made to 
facilitate a successful college exit (i.e. a baccalaureate degree or 
completion of a prescribed segment of course work sufficient for job 
qualification or additional training needed in connection with a 
vocational choice) of educationally inferior students who, upon 
entrance, failed to meet the traditional entrance requirements; (2) 
whether provisions of this type differed between historically white 
and historically black institutions; and (3) whether there was any 
difference between state supported and private institutions in those 
provisions. A questionnaire constructed to obtain information on 
changes made and the procedures used to help educationally 
disadvantaged students successfully to exit from college was sent to 
23 colleges and universities in Georgia, of whom 17 responded. 
Fourteen of these used GPA's, SAT scores, a predicted equation, or 
high school class rank in their standard admission criteria. 
Institutions indicating change or addition to their admissions 
procedure did admit students not meeting the standard requirements, 
generally on a probationary basis. The majority of institutions did 
not provide any further aid or support to these students. (AF) 
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The purposes of this study were to determine: (1) 
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Until the decade of the fifties higher education in America 
remained rationalistic in terms of its philosophical foundation 
and purposes* The rationalist position assumes that rationality 
is the most distinctive feature of nanj and that the cultivation 
of reason is the only purpose of education* The surge of the re- 
alists ascribing to the concept of individual differences in 
terms of intellectual and social development produced a conflict 
within our educational system which we have yet to resolve* 

With the outset of the Civil Bights movement in the late 
fifties one of the most complex and cumbersome tasks forced upon 
higher education in America was educating the almost total con- 
stituency of American society* Consequently, there has been a 
significant increased enrollment of students with educationally 
inferior backgrounds* This population is generally restricted to 
black, Mexican-American, Peuxto Bicaa, Indian, and disadvantaged 
white students (Green, 1969). 

Originally most planned efforts to aid minority students in 
college entrance were of a financial nature » This was indicative 
of a final recognition made by major universities to the effect 
that there were minority students who were adequately equipped to 
perform on a college level but were handicapped in the fulfill- 
ment of their desire to do so by financial deficiencies* Hence, 
the initiation of programs such as A Better Chance (ABC), begun 
in 1964 and having as its aim to place poor students with aca- 
demic ability and motivation necessary to do competitive college 
preparatory work in boarding schools for their final two to four 
years of secondary education* 

Shifting emphasis to the minority youth rejected because of 
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various educational disabilities resulted in other kinds of pro- 
cedures undertaken in effort to promote this collegiate invasion. 
These included the lowering of requirements for college entrance 
in terms of high school grade point averages and standardized 
test scores. Some subsequent courses of action have taken the 
form of enrichment programs offered to give rejected applicants 
a chance to demonstrate their abilities on college level or to 
academically upgrade students. Some of these programs provide 
course credits which are applied toward the baccalaureate once 
the students are officially classified “freshmen". An example of 
this is the General Studies Program* still in its experimental 
stage at the University of Utah (Grant and Angleman, 1969). 

There is evidenced a growing concern for more immediate fa- 
cilitation in this respect as reflected by the contents of a re- 
solution passed by the assembly of the National Association of 
College Admissions Counselors on the admission of minority stu- 
dents. it was urged therein that each NACAC member have at least 
10# of its undergraduate population composed of minority students 
half of whom should be designated as high risk; discard the use 
of test scores as prime determinants of admission for minority 
stxidents; and provide supporting services to those minority stu- 
dents needing such services for successful college (academic) ex- 
periences. 

Such expressed concerns and practices devoted to aiding mi- 
nority youths in their quest for higher education as vrell as 
those who have not been motivated to the extent of desiring post- 
secondary schooling have strained the institutional admissions 
process greatly. Some of the diversified reactions have led to 
issues focusing on the appropriateness of predicting the success 
of minority students in college as well as the appropriateness 
of employing dual standards of admissions and evaluation. 
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It is almost a consensus among educators that students, who 
fail to meet traditional entrance requirements such as high 
SAT or ACT scores and high school grade point average can and 
do survive in college with most successful outcomes; and that 
the increase of success is significantly greater with support 
programs (Green, 1969)* This makes the finding that inability 
to adjust to the newness of the college milieu, rather than 
intellectual incapability, is the most attributable cause of 
students dropping out of college all the more factual, espe- 
cially since this inability is associated with lack of person- 
al attention and underlined vocational goals (Chase, 1968). 

This supports, too, the evidence suggesting that there is no 
way of knowing the predictive efficacy of either a generalized 
or institutional equation with respect to the academic success 
of educationally inferior students at a given college (Hoyt, 
I960). 

In view of the social pressures demanding education, for 
the masses and the concentrated attempt made by our larger in- 
stitutions of higher learning in effort to meet that demand 
there will be evidenced a continued increase of minority stu- 
dents - the educationally inferior - on the these campuses. 

It is this phenomenon which gives rise to an interesting 
question: What provisions are made for educationally inferior (/ 
students, once they have been admitted to college attaining 
regular or probationary freshman status, to facilitate a suc- 
cessful exit from college? (Successful exit in this presenta- 
tion refers to termination of college experiences with a bac- 
calaureate or completion of a prescribed segment of course 
work sufficient for job qualification or additional training 
needed in connection with a vocational choice.) 

There is evidenced a paucity in the amount of published 
research pertinent to the stated area of concern. Perhaps, 
two of the most intensive studies exploring this area were 



3 



Cash - 



made by Edgerton (1968) sad Plaut (1966). Both focused on pro- 
grams designed for high risk students and indicated some sxiccess 
at the university of Califomia-los Angeles, Hew xork university, 
and Hofstra University, also in Hew York. 

Problem 

It is on the basis of the "goodness" of American colleges 
and universities to facilitate college entrance for educational- 
ly inferior students and the apparent limited provisions made to 
facilitate a successful exit from college; and the scarcity of 
published research pertaining to the educationally inferior per- 
sister that the writer delved to answer the following questions: 

(1) What attempts are being made to facilitate a successful 
college exit of educationally inferior students who, upon en- 
trance, failed to meet the traditional entrance requirements? 

(2) Do provisions of this type differ between institutions 
which are historically predominantly black and those which are 
historically predominantly white? (3) Is there an element of 
distinction to be made between state supported institutions and 
those which are privately owned so far as provisions made to ac- 
complish successful college exit for educationally disabled stu- 
dents is concerned? 

Sample 

Shis study focused on provisions made to aid in academic 
success for high risk students enrolled in colleges and univer- 
sities located in the state of Georgia. The population of in- 
stitutions dealt with included only those listed in Proceedings . 
a copy of the official records from the seventy-third annual 
meeting of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools in 
1968; and was restricted to institutions which were initially 
accreditated prior to 1935 and whose accreditation level is ei- 
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ther II (bachelor's degree only). III (bachelor's and master's 
degrees), or IV (bachelor's, master's, and doctor's degrees). 

All of these institutions have been assigned a type classifica- 
tion of "g" (general). 

Method 

The instrument used in this study was a self-constructed 
questionnaire consisting of nine items* The items were of such 
nature so as to ascertain information revealing the kinds of 
changes which had been made by institutions or supplementary pro- 
cedures employed to help students failing to meet traditional 
entrance requirements and to facilitate a successful exit from 
college in the event they persisted (Appendix ft). 

The questionnaire, attached to a cover letter, was sent to 
23 colleges and universities in the state of Georgia, Initial- ]/ y 
iy there was a return of 52$, As a result of a follow-up let- 
ter one month later there was an additional return of 21?o. Two 
of the returned questionnaires were eliminated from the data a- 
nalysis because of the total response being in the form of a 
letter or a single statement from which no factual information 
could be drawn. The latter type of response indicated a com- 
plete disregard of the concept "educationally inferior student" • 
These institutions were considered, however. In the list of 
participating institutions. 



Insert Table 1 about here 




The data was analyzed in the following manner: percentages 
for responses made to various items were initially calculated 
on the total population and then on the basis of (historical) 
ethnical predomination and source of financial support. The 
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four levels of comparison between institutions on selected resuon- 

* 

ses were: historically predominantly black (HPB)^ historically 

y. 

predominantly white vHPW); state supported^ privately owned; HPB 

v. ^ 

stte supported fc a*d privately owned; and HPW state supported and v. Nr** 

privately owned* 

Findings 

With respect to the traditional entrance requirements four- 
teen of the responding institutions, representing 87 of the popu- 
lation, use GPA*s, SAI scores, a predicted equation, or high 
school class rank in their standard admission criteria* 



Insert Sables 2 and 3 about here 



She only outstanding factor - if that is not too severe a 
term - that can be observed from the preceding data is that white 
schools tend to rely on GPA's (with white private schools relying 
on SaS scores, a total of 800 or better; more so than the other 
categories listed* 

All institutions which indicated some change or addition to \ 
their admission procedure have included in their student body 
students failing to meet their standard entrance requirements* A 
question raised in reference to the status assigned these students 
once they were enrolled suggested that most institutions granted 
probationary status, a prerogative exercised somewhat equally a- !/" 
mong privately owned and state supported schools. 1'he same 

tendency was observed among state and privately sup- 
ported schools which are historically predominantly black when 
compared with those whicn are historically predominantly white. 

Another finding in this study indicates that the majority of 
institutions permitting the entrance of academically low students 

O 6 

ERIC 



Cash 



( as determined by their traditional requirements for admission) 
have not begun to provide any supplementary aid in effort to 
make their pursuit successful. Out of the total population 68 % 
of the institutions have made liberal concessions in the admis- 
sions phase, 81$ of which indicated no progress beyond that 
point. 



Insert fables 4 and 5 about here 



A final finding in this respect pertains to future plans 
which mi ht benefit educationally inferior stud nts during their 
course of academic pursuit. A total of fourteen institutions 
reported no such plana. (This figure includes 9 of the 11 col- 
leges indicating changes in their admissions policies.) 

Discussion 

In regards to the questions which served as the basis for 
this investigation the findings indicate that while there is 
progress being made to permit the entrance of high risk students 
very little is being done during their stay to aid in a success- 
ful termination of their college careers. Most of what has been 
done in this vein as well as what has not been done does not 
differ, generally Bpeaking, between the kinds of institutions 
matched on their response to various items. The few instances 
where there was evidenced a majority as such is not too strongly 
emphasized at this point because of the small population of HFB 
institutions available for the data analysis. 

Summary 

There is a definite transition in the social and economic 
structure of American society as reflected in our educational 
institutions, especially can this be observed in our institu- 
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tions of higher education. Specifically this transition is re- 
flected in the emergence of minority youths on campuses of major 
universities throughout the nation, .inasmuch as this population 
includes a majority of high risk students this transition*, in ef- 
fect, has created a number of conflicts within our educational 
system. Perhaps herein embedded is an irony of the "democratic 
process” to which we are (supposedly) committed* 

It has been evidenced by this study that we have much to do 
by way of resolving these conflicts. Georgia is far from being 
alone in this endeavor. Unfortunately, some states have not even 
gained this perception yet. 

Education is no longer a privilege, it is a right. It i 3 , 
therefore, imperative that educators of today concert their ef- 
forts to fight for the academic survival of all students on all 
levels of education* That is an obligation* 

Recognition of individual difference is a “common sense" 
ability. If this is the basis for permitting students who are 
considered high risk in academic potential to pursue post-second- 
ary edxxcation then let it also be the basis for taking the initia- 
tive tc help them f inalize that pursuit in a manner which will 
be constructive in results and, therefore, beneficial to society- 
at-larfee* 




8 



Cash 



References 

Chase , C. The non-persisting university freshman. 

Journal of College Student .Personnel . 1968 , 9, 165-170. 

Edgerton, J* Higher Education for ’High Risk' Students . 
Atlanta, Ga.: Southern Education foundation, 1968. 

Grant, C. W. & Angleraan, S. W* A pre-admission program for 
students with low academic promise. Journal of College 
S tudent Personnel . 1968, 9, 320-324 • 

Green, R. L. The black quest for higher education: an 
admissions dilemma. Personnel and Guidance Journal . 

1969, 47, 905-911. 

Hoyt, D. Generalized academic prediction in four year 

colleges. Personnel and Guidance Journal . 1968, 47, 136. 

Plaut, R. L. Plans for assisting Negro students to enter and 
remain in college. Journal of Negro Education . 1966, 35, 
393-399. " 



Cash 



TABLE 1 

Institutional Descriptions 



Name Source of Support HPB HPW AL 



1. 


Albany State College 


State 


* 




II 


2. 


Brenau College 


Private 




* 


II 


3. 


Clark College 


Private 


* 




II 


4. 


rort Valley State college 


State 


* 




III 


5. 


Georgia State University 


State 




♦ 


IV 


6. 


Georgia Southern College 


State 




* 


II 


7. 


LaGrange College 


Private 




* 


II 


8. 


Mercer College 


Private 




* 


II 


9. 


Morehouse College 


Private 


* 




II 


10. 


North Georgia College 


St±e 




* 


II 


11. 


Oglethorpe College 


Private 




* 


II 


12. 


Shorter College 


Private 




# 


II 


13. 


Spelman College 


Private 


* 




II 


14. 


Tift College 


Private 




* 


II 


15. 


Valdosta State College 


State 




* 


II 


16. 


University of Georgia 


State 




* 


IV 


17. 


Wesleyan College 


Private 




* 


II 
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TABLE 2 

Entrance Requirements 



Inst • 
No. 


GrPA 


SAT 


PE 


Class 

Rank 


HPB 


HPW 


Support 


1. 

• 


2*00 


325/344 




up 50 


* 




State 


2. 


2.00 


800 




up 50 




* 


Private 


3. 






* 


up 70 


#*’ 




Private 


4. 


2,00 




* 


up 50 


■ 




State 


5. 


2.00 


850 




up 50 




# 


State 


6. 






* 


up 50 




* 


State 


7. 


2.00 


800 








* 


Private 


8. 








up 50 




# 


Private 


9. 


2.50 


800 




up 25 


* 




Private 


10* 






* 






* 


State 


11. 




800 




up 50 




* 


Private 


12. 








up 50 




* 


Private 


13. 




650 




up 25 


* 




Private 


14. 


2.00 


800 




up 50 




* 


Private 


15. 






* 


up 40 




* 


State 


16. 






* 






* 


State 
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TABLE 3 

Entrance Requirements According 
To Ethnic Groups and Sources of Support 



GPA-2.00+ 


SAT-800+ 


PE 


Glass Rank 
(up 50/i) 


HPBs 


State 2 


0 


1 


2 


Private 0 


1 


1 


0 


Total 2 


1 


2 


2 


HPW: 


State 1 


0 


4 


2 


Private 3 


4 


0 


4 


Total 4 


4 


4 


6 


Grand Total: H = 6 


5 


6 


8 


* 37 


31 


37 


50 
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Employment of Supportive Measures 



Inst* Mo* 


Changes in 
Admissions 
lyes Ho) 


In-School 
Provisions 
(yes Ho) 


Future 
Plans 
(yes Ko) 


1. 


* 




* 




NR 


2. 




* 




* 


* 


3. 


* 




* 




* 


4. 


* 






* 


* 






* 




# 


* 


6* 


* 




* 




* 


7. 


* 






* 


* 


8. 


* 




* 




# 


9. 




* 




* 


* 


10* 


, * 






* 


* 


11. 




■ ; * 




* 


* 


12. 


* ■ 






* 


# 


13. 




* 




* 


* 


14. 








* 


* 


15. 


* 






* 


* 


16. 


* 






* 


* 


Total 


n 


5 


4 


12 


1 14 


* 


68 


31 


25 


75 


6 87 
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TABLE 5 

Employment of Supportive Measures According 
To Ethnic Groups And Sources of Support 









Admission 


In-School 


Future 


Categories of 




Changes 


Provisions 


Plans 




Institutions 




(yes 


no) 


(yes 


no) 


(yes 


no) 


HPB: 
















State 




2 


0 


1 


i 


0 


1 


Private 




1 


2 


1 


2 


0 


3 


N = 5 


total 


3 


2 


2 


3 


0 


4 




gL 

f* 


60 


40 


40 


60 


0 


80 


HPWs 
















State 




4 


1 • 


1 


4 


0 


5 


Private 




4 


2 


1 


5 


1 


5 


N = 11 


total 


8 


3 


2 


9 


1 


10 




72 


27 


18 


81 


9 


98 


Total State 




6 


1 


2 


5 


0 


6 




N s 16 


37 


6 


12 


31 


0 


37 


Total Private 


5 


4 


2 


7 


1 


8 


■ ^ 


N ® 16 


31 


2 5 


12 


43 


6 


50 


Grand Total!. 




11 


5 


4 


12 


1 


14 


i» ; 




68 


31 


25 


75 


6 


87 
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127 Marl; Twain Residence Hall 
515 South Fifth Street 
Columbia, Missouri 65201 
February 7, 1970 



Dear 3irt 

Presently, I an a participant in the 1969-70 BPD/k, Institute in Student 
Personnel 'fork at the university of Missouri* 1 have undertaken a research 
problem pertaining to educationally inferior students who successfully terw 
ninate their college careers* Investigation of this problem necessitates 
soliciting information from you as an admission officer of an institution of 
higher learning. The attached questionnaire has been structured for this 
purpose. 

Hopefully, all questionnaires vill be returned by February 15, 1970, 

If you wish a copy of t!;e completed research, please Indicate such in- 
terest on the questionnaire, 

iy deepest and most sincere appreciation is extended to you for what- 
ever assistance is rendered in reference to this matter. 



Respectfully yours, 



Carol Dolores Cash 
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Research in Student Personnel Work 
(Questionnaire) 



1. IJame of institution* ' 

2* Location: 

(city) : 

3, died: below those items which are included in your set of criteria by 
which college entrance is determined: 

1« High school grade point average 

(a) lininnm grade point average required for admission 

2. College entrance examination scores 

(a) name of testis) used for admission purpose 

(b) ilninun score required on cadi for aduission ~ ~ 

3. Principal *s or other high school official *s rccociaendation 

4« Letters of rccomcndation from personal references 

4* Traditionally students ore admitted from which percentile range of tlieir 
high school graduating class? - 

5, Are students admitted who rank in the lowest quartile of tlieir high school 
graduating class? y es* n o 

(a) Arc they assigned freshman status upon entrance? y es* n o 

(b) is this status regular or probationary ? 

6* Have thete been any provisions mode within the last eight years to facili- 
tate college entrance for students failing to meet standard admission re- 
quirements? y es* n o (if the response to tills question is "yes", pro- 
cedo to respond to items a, through e.) 

(a) Indicate ways in which these provisions have been made: 

lowering the minima high school grade point average originally 
required for admission 

2> Lowering the "cut-off” point of college entrance scores 

3. Sinner school enrichment programs 

^4, Otiicr (Please specify, using attadimenta if necessary. Copy of 
progran(s) are welcomed.) 
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b, Are any of fi 



psoolafSlMf ^ ~ " 




?re 



C. Dees ywt present g mdfag sfsti psetete tfee Sei l te ^iaCroel A, B, C, », 
F, 1, l f S system? ... y ot: n o 

< 3 . Tfliat practices here been effected to <M sIm#WLw>s|||' t aMs s ati»> 
<eat« tesucoesef ully tertdnating «*&# tel li # u l M Mg ft l ft F UWUc eao- 
,. plate #r list programs if feete W tel cAv-m < piu^ 



1* ire ary of tie afspasitlaiei tMera^l^f ended ? y es: no 

2« Do any of tlie foregcing tapateste with. the Sweating of e certi- 
ficate soff^imt for fsture entver pe e p er sti es such as parapro- 



ficate sufficient for fsture 
fessiapelf? ^jrtg} a s 

*• ^at percentage of these acadenieelly peer students successfully coo 
plated their college career is 1469? „ n . lfCit .... „ T _ 1967? 

7. Do y»u anticipate my future chanties is yeur edtSLeeien policy which ifould 
facilitate college entrance far educationally inferior students? y es; 

^ ho 

8* Do you anticipate the isitietiSn ef pregrcn# such as these indicated in 
question 6 or pert Hf" ef question 6? , ; y es: no {if the response is 

"yes", pleiee indicate S tentative titS M to imdn this change will trans- 
pire. 5 






ffry ‘ 



9, ‘That is the major source of tide institution's financial support? 

IKJRlt upon counletion of tfcf.# questionnaire, plcope forward by February 15th 

to y ". 1 .V'- 

Miss qerol Dolores Cash 
127 Htrb Twain kesldence Hall 
515 tenth fifth Street 
Golll*te f Igssouri 65201 
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